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they: keep God's 'Commandments-,7-01-break 
them: | Though. ir is: not; certain, [that ova 
particalar| vhan-ſhall-always; dd oc, '\A 
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there is great reaſon that ic ſhould be chu 


For 
« Firſt, \We know that all God's ways ws 


| ruſt and equal. Now as to particular Perſons, 


there is a great room letc for che diſpenſing this 
Juſtice and Equity,co them. . For they being 
if their natures made to liye for ever; it-is e- 
tnbugh for. che vindicating God's! Juſtice; that 
they be at any time hereafter, either rewarded 
for fo Piety and Virtue, or. puniſhed for 
their Wickednel and abuſe of Gai s-Mercies. 
So that wicked Men may be happy and pro» 
ſperous here, and good Men may 1uffer ny 
2Miftions and «ribulations ,. pen Loan any 
kaſt refle&ion on the Juſtice or er Foe of 
the great Governour ofthe World: \Becauſe 
there ig'2 farther day:reſerved for theadjuſting 


| all Mens Rewards according to their Works. 


- But now the conſideration 'of publick So- 
cieties and Nations, is quice diflerent. Nati- 
bns are not 'made toibe Immortal , ;but end: 
with this World: . No Society, as a Society; 
ſhall beicalled to a fiicure account. Bur all the 


Rewards and Puniſhments , they are capable 


of as Societies, -mult be adjudged and diſtribu- 
ted to them in this-preſent Life. And there-- 
face it. we lippole God to be the Judge and: 


Governour- 


the Houſe of Commons. 


Governour of the World; - andiof all the Nati= 
ons init; a well as he is the Judge and Ga- 
vernour of particular Perſons :- We mult like- 
wiſe ſuppole, that he adminiſters all affairs fo; 
that Righteous and Religious Nations have 
in this World the reward of their Virtue itt the 
bleſſings of Peace and Plenty, and all manner 
of temporal Proſperity: "And on the other 
fide, impious andincorrigible Nations are like- 
wife puniſhed in this World for their wicked- 
neſs, "ins by ſevere Judgments, or by a to- 
cal deftruQion z as God 1 in his infinite Wiſdom 
ſees cauſe.” * » 

This now has I ions elluadi is I think fo 
reaſonable, that if there was no more to be 
faid , it ought to go a great way towards the 
miking ofthe point have it hand: highly cre- 
dible. * But in the' ſecond place there is a great 
deal more to be ſaid. The word of God doth 
all along bear teftimony to the truth of this. 
A multitude of Texts of Scripture there are, 
char db moſt plainly give this account of God's 
dealing with Nations and Props, that have 
now mentioned. 

\ There is no Judgment clinarned to any 
Nition in the holy Scripetire (and abundance 
of Nations are there threatned) 'ber it is upon 
CG 2 account 
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account of the ſins and; wickednels they were 
guilty of. Which fins, if they repented of, ſo 
repented as to forlake +chemhs they, might find 
mercy.'*- 1. 

{And avendingly: we find, in fact, Has God 
al ways dealt with Peoples and Nations accord- 


| Ing to thele meaſures. God had ſolemnly de- 


nounced deſtructjon to the City,of ,Ninive, ; by 
his, Prophet, and that within, forty days. Bur 
upon the, Repentatice, of rhe.;Nmevites.,; and 
turning to God with all their hearts, be rever- 
ſed his Sentence {(chough 39.the, great diſcons 
rent of the Prophet) and gave chem. a ſunher 
tume. 41 1 

'On the other ide he ited Jong! for the 
Repentance of the Canaanites, but would not 
deſtroy them ; becauſe xheir. Gag: though very 
bainous, admitted a. place: for-Repentance. 
But when their iniquities were filled up-ro'the 
meaſures, according to which God proceeds 
in his deſtru&tion of Nations; He then ſent the 
Iſraelites to root them out, and to take poſlel- 
ſ10n of their Land. 

And thus was Neto raiſed up by 
God co be a-{cqyrpe to all the. Nations about 
him, [for the puniſhmenc of their ſins. Nebu- 
Setregs bad indeed other things i in his head. 
Aa | | Thar 
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That which he deſigned was, the wrodifving 
his own Ambition, and enlarging his Domis 
nions. But theſe were: not the [ends | which 
God had'to ſerve: by:him. God made tuſeof 
him as bis Inſtrument, as his Servant #and' fo 
he calls him) for the rendring to the Nations 
that juſt recompence of vengeance which their 
fins called for. : - 

] mention theſe things: che rarkvri Geeiuſe 
Bhs are inſtances of God s dealing} with Hea« 
hs Nations, who were/under. no particular 
Covenant with God. 

And might: have recourſe. likewiſhed the 
Hiſtories of all Nations, : to ſhew the truth of 
this. Name any Nation that was ever remark- 
able for Juſtice ; for Temperance, and ſeye- 
ricy. of, Manners 3: for Piety and Religion 
(though.it was in a wrong way) 3. that did not: 
always thrive and grow great in the World ; 
and that did not always enjoy a plentiful por- 

tion of all thoſe.chings which are accounted to- 
make a Nation happy and floariſhing: And on 


the other fide, when thac Nation hasdeclined: 
from its former Virtue, and grown impious or 
diſſolute in manners, we appeal ro Experience; 
whecher-it has nat Iikewife always proportions: 
ably ſunk in' ity Succeſvand good Forruges!:c1> | 
L221 am. Fn 
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am ſure any one that will be at che pains to 


xead either the Greek, or the Roman, or even 
the Turkiſh Hiſtory, will meet with matter e- 
nough there, ' to latisty him of the truth of chis 
obſervatian. | 

But 1 confine my felf co the Scripture, and 
in that the Hiſtory of the Jews is the moſt re- 
markable, for indeed it makes up a grear part 
of the.Old Teftament, Now in that Wiſtory 
it-is worth our taking notice of ; That every 
degree of publick Vice, and departure from 
God's Laws, was always puniſhed with pub- 
lick Judgments. | And on the other fide, every 
degree of publick Repentance and Reformari- 
on, was always rewarded with publick Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity. So that-any. one that 
Gould make a right eſtimate of the Morals of 
that Nation, and how it Rood asto Virtue and 
Vice; might conſtantly make a judgment 
likewiſe how it would fare with them, as to 
their. outward temporal affairs. 

I muſt confels:that generally ipeaking, there 
1$-litcle: force: in thoſe Arguments that are 
drawn from Examples; Bur in the caſe I am 
now:upon, | think there is a great weight in 
themFor though: we cannot argue from God's 
dealing: with 'one Perſon ;-that he will juſt 

[Tt deal 
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deal in the ſame manner with another : Yer 
as to Nations and Kingdoms, the caſe is other- 
wiſe, as I before ſaid: For God's diſpenſations 
and Providences to them, ſeem all to proceed 
upon one immutable Foundation (which will 
beithe ſame-in all Ages and Countreys) names» 
ly the expreſſion and vindication of his Juſtice 
and Goodnels in this World. 

And for my part, I have always been of this 
mind , That there is no other difference be- 
rween 'the Hiſtory of God's dealings with his 
own People the Jews, and that of other Na- 
tions,” bue this : That in other Nations the 
publick Events that happen'd, whethergood 
or bad , though they were taken notice of, 
yet they paſſed wihout any refleftion on che 
true cauſes from whence they proceeded. The 
Hiſtorians did: indeed often' lay their Fingers 
rightly upon the immediate, viſible, outward 
occaſions, or means, or inſtruments, from 
whence their good or bad Fortune. was derived 
to them; Bur they ſearched no further. They 
conſidered only fecond \Caiifes, and took no - 
great notice of the firſt and principal Cave of 
all things, God Almighty, and his influencing 
homane' affairs: They left God ina great 
maaſuee: out-of their: Hyporhelſis; and-ontiof 
their - 


their Hiſtory. But now that the World might 
be awaken'd to a more hearty belief and lenſe 
of his Providence, God rovk care to {ingle out 
the Nation of-the Jews; and in them co give 
us a true Pattern or Platform of his dealings 
with allthe Nations, of the: World. -; And fox 
chat purpole he ordered ; | that all. the great 
ſtrokes, both of their departure from. Godz 
and of their return to him; And likewiſe both 
of the. good. or bad Fortune, that. did at any 
time befal that Nation ; ſhould'be- faichfully 
Regiſtred, : and che xrue Cauſes of them faich- 


fally aſligned ; That all Mankind might from - 


thence receive Inftruction- how they 'olight to 
behave-themſelves towards God ; and what 
according to [their different behaviours they 
were to expect. | 

.To: conclude: this poing,; By: all that bath 
beba ſaid it. appears, That the State, and Cons 
dition, and Fortune of all Kingdoms and Nas» 
ions, 'is.the very, lame-with that of the Jews, 
as it; is repreſented by 4ghior the {;mmonite,; in 
the advice he gave to: Holofernes, when he came 
up With {an Army, againſt chat People. . You 
have the paſſage .in Judith 5, 17.  Whili(aich 
/ he) -theſe /Pegple ſned dt! before their God, they 
proſpered z, nhngnd' the God that hateth+iniquity,” -was 


with 
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with them. But when they departed from the way that 


- be appointed them, they were deſtroyed in many Bat- 


tels, after a wonderful fort, and were led Captives ins 
fo a land that was not theirs. But now they are turned 
to their God, and are come up from their Captivity, 
and have agam poſſeſſed Jeruſalem. Now therefore, 
my Lord and Governonr, if there be any fault in this 
People, ſo that they have ſmned againſt their God, 
let us conſider that this ſhall be their rum, and let ws 
Lo up that we may overcome them. But if there be 
no iniquity in this People , let my Lord paſs by, leſt 
their Lord defend them, and their God be for them, 
and We become a reproach before all the World. 

* Thus ir is, and will be always with all 
Stites and Nations, if they notoriouſly fin a- 
gainſt their God, this will be their ruin. - But if 
there be not found i iniquity in them, it is in 
vain for any Enemy to fet upon them; for God 
will be for them , and their Lord will defend 
them. 

If this which 1 "WT ſaid be not ſufficient to 
ſatisfy any one about the truth of chis poin, 


I might bring other Proofs for it. I might, for . 


inſtance, in the third place,” inſiſt upon this, 
That Vercue and Piety do, in their own nature, 
tend to promote the! wellfare and happineſs of 
Peoplts and Nations. 'As, -on the' other Lay 
D al 
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all Vice and Irreligion, is deſtructive of hu- 


» mane Society. And this without reſpect to 


any appointment or Decree of God, that things 
ſhould be managed in this way ; but purely 
in the very nature of the thing. 

It is obvious, T har Virtue and Religion lay 
the ſureſt Foundation for all thoſe Bleſſings 
wherein the happineſs of a. Nation doth con- 
6K, that is. poſſible ; both by making Magi- 
ſtrates to govern well , and by rendring the 
People ealy to be governed. And lkevrif by 
furniſhing both the Governours and the go- 
verned, with ſuch kind of Principles and Ha- 
bits as cannot fail with the Bleſſing of God to 
produce both Peace, and Plenty, and Victory, 
and all other ſorts of Proſperity in a Nation. 

| As on the other hand, all Vice, and Wick- 
edneſs, and Profanenels, and Impiety, do ſow 


\. the worſt Seeds in the World for the diſſolving 


and breaking in pieces all Societies ; or at leaſt, 
for the ſo enfeebling them , that they ſhall ei- 
ther be in a very. low wretched condition a- 
mons themſelves, it they have no Enemies ; 
or if they have any, become an ealy prey to 
the next [nvader. 

But 1 will got enter upon this Argument, 
becauſe I think the matter. needs; no further 
proof. 
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proof. And 1 would ſpend the reſt of my time, 
Tn making ſomeApplication of what hath been 
ſaid upon chis pomt , ro. the baſinels of our 
prefetit meeting on this day. eb aa 


E are here met together for the ſo» 

VY lemn Humiliation of our ſelves wich 
Faſting and Prayer, before Almighty God': In 
order to rhe Supplicating his Divine Majeſty 
for the Pardon of our Sins, and the Sins of our 
Nation ; And the imploritng bis Bleſſing and 
Protection to the King and Kingdoin, by con- 
tinning thoſe Metcies to 1s we do enjoy ; by 
averting thoſe Judgments from us we have rea» 
ſon ro fear ; and more particularly by giving 


a Happy Iflue to that dangerous War in which 


his Majeſty , with the Kingdom, is noty en- 
gavey.” = 

| And very great reaſon there is, that you 
the Repreſentatives of. the People of England, 
ſhould moſt ferioufly, and folemnly, join in 
this Religious Office; fince the Forcures of the 
Nation you repreſent , did never mote lie at 
ſtake, than at this preſent. 

You have hitherto been acting and endea- 
vouritig for the Happineſs and Security of yout 
Nation by Humane Methods, and we all put 

| D 2 up 
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up our daily Prayers, that-what yow have done, 
and what you ſhall do, may be for the Glory of 
God, and the good of bis Church; and the Safety, Fo- 
nour and Wellfare of their Majeſties and their King- 
doms. And we hope all will ſo come to paſs. | 
But-now on this Day, both You and We, are 
ro-think of other Methods , for the proctring 
Succels ro our Afairs. Namely, by thaving're- 
courſe to God Almighty ; who, when we have 
. doneall that we can, is the Governour of: the - 
World, and will do .what be pleaſcth..,,; Bue 
yet will always do that whivh is. belt for Man- 
kind, and that too which is beſt for our Nati- 
on, if, we be capable Objects of his Favour. 
And to make our ſelves ſuch, if. it be poſlible; 
is our. buſineſs on this Day. .. | 
This is indeed a ſeaſonable Buſineſs at all: 
times ; but at this time it ſeems abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. Since we have reaſon to apprehend: 
the Crifis of our Nation, as to Happineſs or Ruin, 
to be upon the point of approaching. | 
The Judgmen:'s of God are now abroad in. 
the World. We have nat only Rumours of- 
Wars ſounding in our Ears, . but all Europe- is 
now in an a&tual-War, and a terrible one, And 
what the Conſequences will be, we know. 
nor, 
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Some very great thing God cerrainly; des 
| ſigns to. bring to pals in thele parts-of the 
World, and that very. ſuddenly. | A, Cup he 
has mingled for all the Narioas-toidrink;of, 
Dy Which to ſome undoubtedly will prove a bit- 
| ter Potion, a Cup of God's Wrath and Fary;, to 
others. probably a, Cup of Salvation. Bur how it; 
will, prove to us, is yer entirely in the;Will of 
God... However this is certain, that we of this 
Nation ſhall have as much our ſhare in it, be 
it good or. bad, 2/ As any other in. Chriſtens 
dome: 
And now pt Ba the mention je this, Can: 
there be any. need to call upon any. one! to 


weeping and faſting , and mourning , and crying: 
mightily to the Lord, that he. would have mercy upon. 


his. Heritage over to Confuſion. Why methinks: 
the Circumſtances we are. in, ſhould:put us. 
upon fo doing, | without any other Monitors.; 
Indeed we haye,no. Humanity, . no Compaſlir 
on; for . our ſelves or our Country, if we do- 


watt ſhould all be of this. nipd, if. we did ſe-- 
riouſly conſider how things | and with us. 

\\'e are not. that Innocent; Virtuous, Pijous: 
People, that may certainly reckon. upan God's: 
Fayour,. 


#s,. aud ſpare 16, . and our Nation, and not give. 
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"VF nnd chink our ſelves 1 in all Caſes ſure 
of his ProteEtion. For if the Do&rine 1 have 
fiow been inſiſting on to you; ' be trae Do- 
Atrine; then we' of this' Nation can butencer- 
rain very ſmall hopes of being Happy and Pro- 
fperous. Nay, we cannot but apprehend Mic 
ſery/and Ruin, and Delolation' to our (elves 
meſs God be aburidantly more merciful to Us 
than we deſerve. Andthere can be nv way.to 
prevail 'with him ro be ſo, bur an univerſal 
Flumiliation and Repentance. And rhis is the Ap- 
plication 1 defire to make of the Point 1 haye 
been now treating of. 

If rhe meaſure of God's dealing with Nati- 
ons be always according to the Moral State of 
them. If their good Fortunes be dealt our to 
them 2ccording to'their Virtues ; 'and Judgments 
be itHi&ed upon them, according to their pro» 
voking'God by their Sins; as we have ſaid : 
Good' "Lord! What a lamentable Proſpect have 
we of this Kingdom of what may come upon 
us ? *And what infinite reafon have we there- 
upon, immediately to try all the ways that ate 
poſſible of making our Peace with God, that 
ſo Ihniquity may n6t be our Tun. 

T beg leave tro dwell a little upon this Poine, 


becauſe it is che proper Argument of the day. 
I 
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I do not. ſay;, nor doll; think;, that we of 
this Nation-are. worſe than, our Neighbours, 
But this] ſay, con(1dering how long God hach 
| fpared.s, and how long we have enjoyed the 
" Bleffings of Peace and Plenty, ,and all-lorts of 
Lo Proſperity ' (though perhaps with many Fears 
| | and juſt Apprehenfions of danger) ; whilſt 
| moſt of our Neighbours have been haraſſed 
| with Wars, and expoſed to all the Cruelties 
and Mileries of Perſecutions and Devaſtations ; 
And conſidering the great Priviledges and Ad- 
vantages we have for many years enjoyed, of 
all the outward means of Grace , that could be 
deſired for the Eternal Salvetiing of our Souls, 
and that aboye any other Nation under Hea- 
ven; And withal, how unprofitable we have 
been_under theſe means, how unthankful co 
God for them, and what little efie&t they have 
had upon us for the bettering our Manners. 
And laſtly, Conſidering how very wicked 'we 
generally are, what a. World of open groſs 
Sins and [mpieties.do reign among; us:, and 

what a lewd, Profarie, Hypocritical, Athe- 
NM iſtical Spirit ſcems to have gone out into the 
Nation, and to prevail upon it. I lay, theſe 
things conſidered, we cannot makehny very 
comfortable Reflections on: our own: G01dis 
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tion. © So far from char, that:if (as'1 ſaid) *ſ 
meaſure of God's dealings with Nations be ca- 


ken from their Behaviours and moral -Quali- 


ties,” and be ſuited to their merits. and deſerts ; 
we have as little ro hope- tor -as molt Nations 


-under Heaven. 


I rake no delight in ſaying theſe chings; ; 'on 
the contrary it is very grievous: But it ever 
one may be' allowed to run out into a Decla- 
mation againſt the Vites of the Times, it is upon 


ſach an occaſion as this ; and before ſuch an 


Audience as this, that the "_—_ may be chal- 
lenged. 

For God's ſake let us not deceive our ſelves; ; 
nor think that we are the Favourites of Heaven, 
meerly becauſe wei protels the Beſt Religion, 
and are Members of the Beſt Charch- in the 
World. 

For as good as our Church'and Religiar is, 
and as zealous as we leem to befor them : yer 
never did Vice and Iniquity of all ſorts,” and in- 
deed every thing thar'is' contrary to. our holy 
Religion, more abound:in this Nation than at 
this day. 

Giye me leave to ſpeak out upon this OCCas 
ſion, and to tell you of ſome of the Crying Sins 
chat reign among us, and that deſerye Tour Care 
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to pur a top tc tO ; and w bich, if chey be contt- 
nued in, , will certainly bring down the Ven- 
gcance of God upon us. 

Where was there ever: more Atbeiſm and It- 
fidelity to be ſeen in a Ceuntry that profefled 
the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, than is: — us 
at this day ? 

We do nor perhaps meet -wich- very many 
that do openly affirm, There is nd God *:> For as 
bad as we are, God bethanked.we are not yet 
arrived ro ſuch Impudence. . That is ſuch an 
affront to the Laws and to/all good Manners, that 
it is not to be; born wich. :But. we;may meot 
with ſeveral, every. day,:that'do affirmthe 
ſame thing by conſequence ; aſſerting/-fuch 
Principles from whence it may be necellagty 
concluded. 

'For my. part ,.1 4qcount i wich: the ime 
thing, as ro. the ill effects.of_ the- Opinion ,*. 
deny the Being 'of God; as to deny the Being 
of Angels, and Spirits, pa” Immaterial Souls ;- to 
deny the Being of particular Providenceiz20 deny 
the natural difference berween-|good. and::ebl:; 
ro deny another Life after this, wherein good: 
Men ſhall be rewarded, and. wicked Men pu-! 
niſhed ;,;to.deny; the liberry of Humane: dons; 
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do 


2 A e A. Sermon Preached before 


Iv AAS 


LS — 


dorby a:faral neceſſity; and we cannot do 65 
therwiſe : "And yer we may every day meet 
with Men of theſe Principles, nay, and thac 
laugh at all choſe: thar- maintain the con» 
travy-l/7] / S).-64-053. 2, 
- + Bur then, as for the buſineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that which we call the Chriſtian Religion, 
what a very lictle do a great many among us 


make of that ?: To talk of 'Chriſt's being ſent 


for the Saviour.of. the World, and that he di- 
ed to procure the Pardon of our Sins, and rhat 
we muſt believe 'all the Scripture-Do@rines 
concermng him, ' and worfhip him as a God ';j 
why what ſtaff is chis/ro- a gre many of the 
refiried Spirits of our Ape? It is very 'well if 
they can ſo far prevail with'themlelyes, as to 
own the Being of God, and to acknowledge 
cheir obligation co theDuties of moral Honeſty 


and. Juſtice, which natural Religion teacheth': 


Bur as for Jeſus Chriſt and the Trinity, and the 
Sacraments, and all revealed Religion; they beg 
your Pardon fortheſe things, they are roo nice 
and ſubcil for them to-meddle with. Not but 
that they ate good: Chriſtians all 'the while. 
For: they can come to. our Churches, andto 
qur Sacraments too; if there! be occaſion. Be- 
cauſe. indeed chey will always be'of the Reli- 
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gion of thi Country where PR lirw Bur at 
the ſame time they do this ; they do no more 
really believe, or expect an ny Spiritual Benefit 
in our Religion, nor look for any mote 'Sat- 
vation from Chriſt Jeſus, than' they would ex- 
pe&t from Mahomet , if they ſhould live in 
Tnrky.* 

But this is not all. Even among thoſe hats 
do believe in Jeſus Chriſt , and own his Reli- 
gion ;' yer what little regard have they, ge- 


nerally ſprakitng , to Hy Weng and yo 


"Ki is very wellif chey now and thety afford 
Wy preſence on Sway at the publick Religi- 
ous Aſſemblies. I will not examine with what 
defigis, and fbr what ends chey come! thither, 
for how devortly and; religionfly their hears 
are affected during the'timethey are there. 
lay it is very well char ivy are there "20 
alt. 

'Bur'even of. chofe that PR come  chieſies and 
do once 2 Week ſeem to have a ſenfe of þ 
tick Religion; T ſay how few are there ofthem 
that take any care of Woroſpnee God, either 
in their Famifes, or rt their Cl 


"Why, 12 Mari vas: rtuly Ralichoas, he. 


cord Job paſs x diy" withorre ſole AddacC- 


Es les 


32 


ms 


A Sermon Preacbed before 


ſes tro his Maker, and to his Redeemer. He 
would pray in his Cloſet conſtantly ; and if he 
had a Family, he would pray with them con- 
Rancly. And if he had no Family, he would 
conſtantly reſort ta thoſe places where he 
might pay his Tribute of publick Prayer and 
Praiſes to God , unlels he had urgent buſineſs 
to hinder him. _ 

But, is there any thing of chis to be ſeen 
among, us, except in ſome few perſons here 
and there ? Are there not twenty Families for 
one that live without ſo much as the ſhew of 
any Devotion * Without any ſort of Prayer or 
Worſhip of God in their Houſes ? Nay, and L 
am afraid, I may ſay, there are twenty for one, 
even of private Perſons, that live without De- 
yotion in their Cloſets ; chat never call upon 
God, never renew their vows to their Savi- 
our, never pay him any Homage, except per- 
haps once a Week in a formal way, when 
the Cuſtom of the Country obliges them.to-re- 
ſort tothe Church. : 

The truth is, ſo.little ſenſe have moſt of us 
of Religion and Devotion ;, ſo. little regard of. 
our Duty to God, and our  dependance upon. 
him, and expreſling that dependance , either 
in private, - or in our Families :. That were it. 


noe 
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not for hint Happy Inſtitution of the Lord's FR 
on the which we are obliged, by the Laws of 
God and Man, to meet'together for the Wor- 
ſhip of God ;-' we ſhould hardly ſee any! Face 
of Religion among us, and in a little time 
ſhould ſcarce be diſtinguiſhed from Heathens. 
Bur yet this is-northe worſt of our Caſe.Our 
groſ; Immoralities ; that 'Hotrid Lewdneſs and De- 


) bauchery chat is every” where to be'obſerved in 
{ eur days, doth ſtill increaſe our Guilt, and cry 
\, to. Heaven for Judgment upon our Nation.” 


-It would make a Man's heart ake;, that has 
any ſ{enſe-of God or Religion, to think of the 
Riots, the Drunkenneſs, the continued courſe 
of ſpending our time, and our Parts, and our 
ſubſtance, in Revellmg and: Gaming, ; and- all 
manner of ſuch exceſſes thar is daily pratiled 
irnong us; And: yet at the ſame time; the'Meti: 
that- thus Jive, think themſelves: _y omen 
Men all the while. oe 

' In wouldreally. amaze a Man, and ONE Him 

upon ;admiring;God's/Parience, that. he'doth' 
not preſently confound:the World , if he did' 
ſeriouſly reflec on the many filthy,lewd Speeches: 
and Aftions ; the numerous wicked 'inrrigues. 
of Luſt,.the Infamous Whoredoms atid Adileeries” 
that are,” without-any ſenſe: of ſhame, daily 


carried: 
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' carr ied on and acted among us, and that by 


Pexlons tao that have the Faceto.ſhew them 
ſelyes at ous Holy Aﬀlemblies. 3, 

.. Elpecially, if ro thele. be added, the iofrpid 
Lies, and Cheats, and Peruries, which our Land 
groans under. The Blaſphemovs Oaths: and 
Imprecations,, the Damm me's and Sk meis;; *the 
Horrid Profanations:afithe Name. of God, and 
all things 'Sacred-, | that are 1n every: place, Inn 
every ſtreet where we paſs, belched- out, 'in 
contemptof:;the 4imizhty and bis Laws ; : by all 
forts of Perſons, of all. forts. of: Qualities; ' from 
the Beggar wn the [treetto the Zan of Fimenr, 
and that for no other reafon in the World, bur 
becauſe | it i5 their Humour or their Cuſtom, 

' And laftly, ro fill up-the meaſure of ory ini- 
Quities;-£0-6ur other' reigning Vices, werkaye 
added-thar of Hypocrify too 3 which one would 
think ſhould not often be ound: naneug! ſo 
much Profaneneſs. 

 Howthany of usmakea milghry: hoſe wich 
Religion apd are, Zealoustevanto Bigottry;2 nv 


the defence of ut, and'yer:have not' one grane' 


of inward-ſeole 'of whavit-obligerh them co. 


Nay ſo far ifram-rhat.,. char: if 'Religim be bur: 


isthew gowherdd. theji da wants: 1... Zealous 


enbugh {os che Protaftant Canſe;;oIrhey can bur: 


cry 
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cry loud enough, The Temple of the Layd, The 
Temple of the Lord , as the Jews did in| the Pro 
pher; They matter not, how contradictory 
their Actions are to the Precepts of 'thar Rehi- 
gion they do profeſs. Their Zeal-for ſ6pood 
a Cauſe, will ſanCtify all their other Actions, 

be they neveriſo wicked and unjuſt.  ' 

Bur if this be not Hypocriſy, there is'no ſuch 
ching'ih che Wotld: SareTam, it was this fort 
of Catriape,, rhit God'fo oftert rept6yes the 
Jews for, by his Prophets; dnd'up6ri accoutit 
of which they are fo often reproached as 4 Ge- 
neration of Fypycrites, and for which he oder 
_ thetg with mtterdeſttu&tion. 

Brechren; what have we to- hay to 
theſe chings ? It the Caſe be thus with us, as 
I am afraid it is; What Plea have we to put 
in fot onr ſelves ? 3 If God ſhould let 166ſe'out 
Enemies upon us, the Enemies of our Nation 
and of our Religion, and ſhould give us ovet as 
a Prey unto them , what have. we to reply ? 
Truly nothing chat 1 know of,” exteprtthat of 
che Pfaltmift;; Righteous art thou, 0 Lord,' and 
Juſt are thy Fudoments. 

But we rruft God's Lenity , and Forbears 
ance, and Mercy, is as great to Publick Societies 


and Kingeloms, as it is tg Private Perfots'; ; 7" Al, 


ps 
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that we may apply thole expreſſions co our 


Nation which David uicered, with reference to 


himſelf: O Lord, if thou ſbouldſt be extream to 
mark what is done amiſs, O, Lord, who may abid: it ?. 
But there is Mercy wuh phee , that thou mayeſt be 
feared.” 


When the Iniquiries of ;a People are at ts | 


full, God will nor tail cq puniſh them., Bur 
whether ours.be ſo or, no ,, 'He only knows. 
We hope, though they be yery grievous and 
crying, they-have not yetexceeded the meaſure 
of God's Patience ; and that there is yet left a 
place for Repentance. .This.is indeed the only 
Plank we have to truſt to,.. thar can ave us 
from Shipwrack ; and therefore we gughs to lay 
hold upon ir. | 

Let us therefore this day, every one of us ; 
If we have any kindneſs for our Native Coun- 
try : If we have any reſpedt to that dear Place, 
where we and our Anceftors, and all our Re- 
lations and Kindred for many Generations have 


lived fo, happily : 


Tf we have any Zeal for, or regard to that 
excellent Church , and that Holy Religion, char 
God did in ſo extraordinary a manner plant a- 
mong us ;, and for the preſerving of which in 
our Land » His Care and Providengs hath lo 
oftn and ſo wonderfully appear'd bi 


> the flows of Commons... 


if we have anyConcernment for many hn 
fands' of -innocernit Souls , who. without their 
own fault ny py ſuffer for the Nations 
Smh#s* -* 
Laſtly, Ifwe have any Boivel of "key" 
ſton to Jo dear Children of ours, that God 
hath given us, that we may tranſmic'to them 
and their Children after them,” char Bizth-rio he; 
and thole Priviledges,' and that excellent Reh- 
Lion we received from our Fathers: 

I fay; if we have any ſenſe of theſe things, 
letevery/one of uis this x molt ſincerely ap- 
ply our Yves to the lai of God, in all the 

of a ſerious Virtue and Piety. Or if we 
have been careleſs ofthis matter kbretoſore ; ; Of 
which is worſe, have been lewd or wicked in 
our lives ; yet ler us now ar laſt heartily re- 
pent of it. And with Prayers and Tears, and 
the moſt ſolemn Re _ of Amendment, pro- 
ſtrace our' ſelves before the Throne of Grace; 
imploring and beſeeching God's Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, and, if it be poſſible, « lengthening 
of our Tranquility. 

O'let us not refuſe this Opportunity of do- 
ing the greateſt Kindneſs, and the' beſt ſervice 
co our Country, that we poſlibly'can. And there- 
fore let us not only heartily bewaitl our'own- 
Sns, 
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tt 


Sins, bur the reigning Impieties and Wicked- 


uu , that our Nation. ſtands accounzals 
or. 

New is hs time, if ever, that we are all 
concerned to be importunate with God for our 
ſelves and our Country... 4 

And a: fitter Prayer for this Dn cany, 
be compoſed for us, thanthacwligh Dau! —_ 
up to God for his Nation, - atid that at. ſuch a 
ſolemn time as this, when,as he tells us, be had 
ſet himſelf to ſeek God,, for his People,. by Prayer and 
Supplication , with Faſting |: and Sackclath and 
Aſhes. 

The Prayer i is in the g® Chapter of his Pro- 
phecy.; and I ſhall conclude, with it, and I 
earneſtly beg of you. all,. to join. with me 
18 It. 

0 Lord the great and dreadful God that keepeſt 
the Covenant , and ſheweſt mercy to them that love 
thee, and to them that keep thy Commandments, 

We have ſmned and done wickedly;apd bave.commut » 
ted Iniquity, and' have rebelled. ; even by departing 


from thy Precepts, and from thy Judgments. 


0 Lord, Righteouſneſs ena, unto thee; but 
znto us conſuſion of face as at this day; to the Men. 
of Judah, and to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, be» 


cauſe we have. ſmned againſt. thee, 
But: 
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But unto the' Lord our God: Helongerts Mercy = 
Forgiveneſs,” though we bave 'rebolled: ag ainft: ab 
meither have we obeyed the voice of the: Lord our God; 
to walk in bis Laws which he fet'before ws; 111) fin! 

0 Lord, according to all thy Nagpreanfcſ we 
beſeech thee , let thy anger and thy fury be gurned 
away from thy City Jeruſalem, _thy holy Mimntann: 
Becauſe for our ſms, antþthe' iniquities of onr Puthvrs: 
Jeruſalem” and thy People ave become a roprach to 
all that are about us. 

Naw therefore, O God, hear the "uy of 
Servants, and cauſe thy Face to ſhine = thy 5 4 
ac 2 et 1 

O God incline thine ear or! bear : Open thine 

es.,. - and_ behold the City iba is called by thy 

Yame. 61. q2 
: 0 Lord hear. '0 Lord- forg yd. 0: Lord beatken 
and do. Defer not for thy own ſake, Ooh God. For 
ehy Eity, and thy People, are called by thy, Nome. 

And whilſt, Daxjel: was thus Prayiegs, and- 
confelling his fins , and the (ins-0 Eris People 
uoto the Lord, nd: ſuppticaring for his 
Feruſalem-: Behold the Angel Gabriel was rl 
unto him from the Lord, with the.glad tidings 
that God had heard his Prayer forJerifalem; and: 
that-it ſhould: be buile! andthe" Lond wolld 


dwell. in It. | 
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Qaricy we all thus faſt and pray, ' as Daniel 
did;\ and. may':God: Almighty: mY usſuch:3 
returniof our Prayers, . Amen ; 0 God. coritags 
ri his ſake, to whom, &c. © fn. 0} 
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Bagh Wren y the jan Anders and rineed for 
-\ Waker Kertilby.,*at' che Biſhop + Heal h im 8. 
"Paul $ Church- lard. | 


who qo _ the Communion of the Church 
of, England, as by Law eſtabliſhed .Upon this bh 


it, is ſtated and diſcuſſed. 

A: difcaufſe 'of Conſcience ! The. Grbnd. Vire ; 
concerning a. doubting Canſcience... | 
' Faſt-Sermon, before the, Houſe of Commons, 

Fprit" iT. 1699. on Revel. li.'5 
The: Duty and' Happ inels % doing 08 goed , in'two 
Sirm0ns, thei former Freached atthe:Torkfbire Feaſt; 
Feb: 17; 1679- 00 Ec, iii, 19, the Qther' before. the 
Lord Mayor at the Spitrle, Apr. $ 4, 1680. on 1 Tim. 
vi. 17, IS, 19. | 
a Sermon-at the Fle&ion of: the Lord. Mayor, 
x680,\ on Pſe/jcxii qi: OV) 36011 
{2 mpyrrmey 3 Whirabu,j Merch! 20. .a684; 0h 
Vi 


A Samoa before the Queen at JW; bitehill, 4pr. 1x, 
1@go. on Gat. v. 13. 


